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ek WASHINGTON — Cc 
‘clandestine. services: for“.the Contr 
‘Intelligence Agency; ‘said * ‘Tuesday. 
that he personally, had approved CIA 
‘cooperation. with: Mafia. figures who 
“wanted toe assassinate. Cuban ete 
‘Ejdel Castro: in 1960... Die 
“Richard” M. Bissell. said ‘also’ jn” 
“fnterview: ‘that. he. believed : the late 
“Alen “Dulles. - then. ‘director. of the 
CLA,-had received regular reports oni 
“the Mafia connection. ; 
3 -Bisseil's .statements mark fed the first 
‘time: ca former. member of, ‘the CLA 
‘thierachy’ had acknowledgéd ‘respons. 
pility: forthe untisual cooperation, jin 
‘the. ‘early 1960s between'the unt dér: 
world and intelligence planners.” 
31. Lawrence R. Vouston,. former gen: - 
eal: counsel of the ClAY told repor- 


di 


*field Eds wards, then. the, agen cy's 
rector of security." : 
: Houston said he had never: author 
zed these’ arrangements: ‘and. inst 


ly briefed Atty. Gen. Robert F. Ken-/ 


{doubted that. Edwards : shad vactel 
halone i in ‘arranging the contacts. 
Sissel,“ who'was “reached by: ilo: 


fafia had been handled by Edwards". 
office’ through Robert A.Maheu. “*< 
-Maheu; a ‘former ‘top-aide to indus- 7: 


granted’ finmunity” from prosecution, © 
car lier. this month. ‘Maheu said that’: 


re 
i 
I: 


rhe would meet. with reporters today”; ‘Pigs invasion, 
 Sruary,’ "4962, 


i if he completed’ his testimony.’ 4 


rialist: Howard Hughes, gave bis first: : figures were also 
closed, testimony. to:Senate CLA in- * eredi 
“yestigators “Tuesday. after being’ against possible federal peo, 

in the future.” j 
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“When asked haw wr cooperation with | 


CIA-Mafia links inj the Mafia had arisen. Bissell said: :!, 
April, 1962, from the late Col. Shets} think. the-history’ is very “uncertain, -C 
>. as to whose original idea it was." 


- Giancana ‘or; other. Mafia: figures 


might hayeé suggested it themselves, 
isted he “said, because 
that’ he arid Edwards, had.immediate-}! Jarge interests in Cuba that were.to- 
! tally eclipsed or destroy by Castro. 
hedy* ‘about; then. “Houston said: he.c 


"they did have very 


y MI. believe’ the record: shows‘ that: 


they? worked (for.the CIA) wi ithout: 
pay for the most. part," he saide. et" 


" Other? government ‘sources: ae 


ONETAt" his‘ office in’ Farmington, * said that the Mafia wanted to remove 
Conn; “said: ‘arrangements’ with the! - Castro ‘from power to reopen the lu- 
* erative. gambling operations in Hava: 
na that Castro had closéd:, : 


: Bissell speculated ‘that’ inderworld 
seeking to bitild up 
tavith: ‘the U.S. government 


‘. Bissell,’a top blahner of the Bay of - 
left the CIA:in Feb-- 
during a: Kennedy’ ‘ad 


“y Bissell, said, Edwards had arranged: ministration shakeup: of: the’ agency. + 


‘the: highly’ secrat eooperation wi 
underworld , figures: Sam Giancana, 
‘and Johnny, Rosselli, but that he (Bis-' § 
‘sell)—tvho oultanked Edwards—also | 
appraved | it. 
re ."Shelf Bawards talked to me ‘about? 
Fit, "he said. ee approve: of What he 
was doing.” ..: 


‘sBissell ala th the ‘Mafia Mok had nab " 
‘been | ‘under his“ ‘personal: direction, + 

~however.."In everything related to i5¥ 
‘this ‘matter; I believe: Edwards re- 
“ported directly to, Dulles—with my - 
nawleege and coneurrence,” Bissell 


ae tae oa 


sai 

Siskel said these arrangements had 
: begun’ “in the last half of 1980." They - 
-started in the waning months of the - 
:Bisenhower: administration as plans. 
wwere being made for Cuban expatri- 7 
‘ates to invade their homeland. These - 
vplans ended in the abortive Bay. of 


early days of the Kermedy adminis- ‘. 
tration. : -_ 

- Rosselli rerortedly has told Senate 
Gnvestigators that he helped plan or 
direct about six attempts on eee 
i ife in the early 1960s. ; 


‘ 7 ~- 


at 196 ” 
t’ was learned that "Bissell had told’ 


th: yHe said’ he’ did‘ not: know ‘how long. 
work with the Mafia: had continued, | 


‘although others have said that Rose 
0. plans) continued hess 
$ . 


,selli's anti-Castro 


‘Senate ‘investigators: he: had. rows 
‘assassinations plans, iwoiild:, be} sada 
~whert he approved the Mafia coopers 


sation’ put doubted: “thats She Mafiz: 
“could ever execute such® plans. He 
‘told. The.Times he. had "no clear rez" 
“éollection or hard. evidence’! that the’ 


‘White House or AttyoGen: Kennet), 
Xk new about any-s such plans, 2 


a ‘a'yelaled development, Sen. Jonn 
oC Tower (R-'Lex:)j vi 


“MM. Nixon 
about the possibility of Mr. Nixon 


“providing t testimony on several i issuesy 


“+ Toner said he had spok ken with Mré 
“Nixon by telephone 


for 20 minutes 
put refused to ‘disclose the ae heed 


| Committee | sources » said” “the -matier 
was unresolve ed. 
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ce chairman of. 
‘the Senate's’ special | CIA. €ommittes: 
“said he had sounded out former 


: Pigs invasion in ‘April, 1961, in the ° ident . Richard ; 
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